Childhood Cancer Survivorship Conference
Children’s Cancer Network offers 2nd regional conference, September 8, 2007

The Children’s Cancer Network (CCN) is a non profit foundation dedicated to providing assistance to families dealing with childhood cancer.  Towards that goal, CCN is proud to present its 2nd regional conference addressing childhood cancer survivorship issues.  The conference, entitled “Childhood Cancer Survivorship: Keys to Empowerment”, features national and local speakers covering topics of interest including physical and emotional late effects of cancer and its treatment.  This year’s focus is on empowering survivors and their families through education and resources.  

The target audience includes childhood cancer survivors and their families, school nurses and teachers/counselors, and health care professionals.  The 2005 conference was well received by the more than 120 participants from across the state. This year’s conference, with one track for teen survivors and parents and another for school age survivors, is expected to draw participants from across the southwest region. The conference is sponsored by local hospitals (Phoenix Children’s Hospital, Banner Children’s Hospital, St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center) as well as the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and Tee Up for Tots.
The conference will be held on September 8, 2007 at the Black Canyon Conference Center, 9440 N. 25th Ave, in Phoenix.  Pre registration is required. Brochures are available at your pediatric oncology physician’s office, the pediatric oncology clinics at the sponsoring hospitals, on the CCN website (www.childrenscancernetwork.org ) or by calling 480-820-6764.  Cost of the conference is $10 for parents, teens, young adults, and $45 for health care professionals.  Free babysitting will be available (pre registration required).
Children’s Cancer Network was founded in 2003 because of the dream of young Jenny Luttrell.  Jenny had traveled the road of leukemia therapy with her brother Jeff, diagnosed in 1993 with acute lymphocytic leukemia.  While in Tucson for his bone marrow transplant, Jenny became aware of the dire financial straits of a fellow transplant patient, and promised herself to one day help families in similar situations.  In 2004 CCN held its 1st annual Fashion Show and Silent Auction; this was the first of the fundraising efforts that have allowed the CCN to offer a variety of programs designed to assist patients and families living with childhood cancer.  Programs of the CCN include: food card and gas card support, admission bags for children and teens requiring hospitalization, holiday Adopt-a Family, college scholarships for survivors and siblings, lodging at the Ronald McDonald House and plans to sponsor an apartment at the new RMH, and the childhood cancer survivorship conferences.  Additional information on the Children’s Cancer Network may be found on the website at www.childrenscancernetwork.org
